The Orders of Knighthood

The honours system is made up of a number
of different orders, decorations and medals.
Each award recognises a different form of
achievement. The Prime Minister's list is
made up of honours from the four orders
listed below:

« The Order of the British Empire was created
in 1917 by George V. It is used today to
recognise contributions from all walks of life
and awards in this five-level order make up
the bulk of each honours list.

« The Order of St Michael and St George is a
three level order founded in 1818 to honour
service overseas or in connection with foreign
and commonwealth affairs.

* The Order of the Bath was established
formally in 1725. It is a three level order and
is awarded to members of the Civil Service
and the armed forces.

e The Order of the Companions of Honour is a
one level order limited to 65 persons who
have made a significant national contribution
to politics, science or the arts.

* The appointment of Knight Bachelor is
similar to knighthoods in the above orders and
it carries the title of Sir.

The Queen may also make awards in the
Order of the Garter, the Order of the Thistle,
the Royal Victorian Order, and the Order of
Merit.

Gallantry awards

Bravery awards recognise specific acts by
individuals who risk their own lives in order to
save, or attempt to save, the life of one of The
Queen’s subjects. They are also used to
recognise similarly selfless brave acts
undertaken in the prevention of crime or in the
arrest or attempted arrest of dangerous
criminals.

For civiian awards, the Ceremonial
Secretariat co-ordinates the assessment of
nominations and submits them to The Queen
for approval.

There are four awards:

* The George Cross

* The George Medal

* The Queen’s Gallantry Medal

* Queen’s Commendation for Bravery (or
Queen’s Commendation for Bravery in the
Air)

Two lists of gallantry awards are published
every year, usually in the spring and autumn.

For more information on recommendations for
gallantry awards please contact the
Ceremonial Secretariat on: 020 7276 2728.

CabinetOffice

Ceremonial Secretariat

In addition to the above there are a
number of other medals and decorations
awarded for military or civilian service. More
information can be found on our website:

www.honours.gov.uk

A brief guide-to
honours
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