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John Adebiyi
John Adebiyi is a partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP – one of the largest US law firms and also one 
of the largest in the world.  John’s practice at the London 
office focuses on corporate matters, in particular Mergers 
and Acquisitions and private equity transactions.  In 2005 
Legal 500 described him as “very bright and commercial” 
and a “key specialist on English M&A”.  He is a member 
of the firm’s Diversity Committee and the senior adviser 
and sponsor of Diversity City - a website launched in 
2007.  He graduated in Jurisprudence from Oxford in 1989 
and obtained a first-class honours in his Solicitors Final 
Examination at the College of Law in 1990

     rajinder Bassi 
Rajinder Bassi is a partner at Kirkland & Ellis – an international 
US law firm.  She is based in the International Litigation and 
Arbitration Group in the London office.  She has represented 
multinational corporations and Government entities in both 
institutional and ad-hoc arbitrations.  In addition, she has 
significant experience representing clients involved in 
cross-border litigation before the English High Court as well 
as conducting internal investigations on a global basis. Her 
pro bono work has included a death-row case in Trinidad 
and Tobago.   In June 2006 she was featured as one of the 
top 35 women aged under 35 who were “judged to have 
the potential to reach the top of their chosen careers” in 
corporate magazine Management Today.   Rajinder became 
a partner at Kirkland & Ellis in September 2005.  She was 
formerly a senior associate in Shearman and Sterling’s 
International Arbitration Group in London.  Rajinder 
graduated from the University of Sheffield in 1993.
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magdalene Bayim-Adomako     
Magdalene Bayim-Adomako is partner at White & Case 
– a global law firm.  She is a qualified bank finance lawyer 
based in the Banking and Capital Markets Group in London.  
Magdalene has extensive experience in all areas of banking 
law with expertise in advising on acquisition finance, 
structured receivables, and trade and commodity finance 
transactions.  She has represented a wide range of financial 
institutions, lenders and borrowers on syndicated, bilateral, 
secured and unsecured financings, including project finance 
and securitization of loan and trade receivables in a wide 
range of jurisdictions including Latin America, Russia and 
Eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle East.  Magdalene 
graduated from Leeds University in 1984 and completed 
her Legal Practice Course at the College of Law, Chester, 
in 1987.  She qualified in 1991 and has been a partner at 
White & Case since 2000.  Previously she was a Director 
in-house counsel at UBS AG – one of the world’s leading 
financial firms.  Magdalene has basic understanding/fluency 
in both French and Spanish.  

Barbara Choi      
Barbara Choi is a partner at White & Case - a leading global 
law firm - in the Banking & Capital Markets Group in London. 
Her practice concentrates on acquisition finance, general 
banking and restructuring. Barbara’s experience includes 
advising banks in relation to European leveraged finance 
transactions, restructuring and general bank lending. In 
April 2006 The Lawyer reported that the month’s “juiciest 
acquisition finance mandate had again gone to White & 
Case”. It referred to Barbara advising joint book-runners 
Deutsche Bank, JPMorgan and Goldman Sachs on a £3.78 
billion senior financing facility for NTL and Telewest, which 
would help the companies’ merger and fund the acquisition 
of the Virgin Mobile group. Barbara graduated from 
Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge University in 1994 
and completed her Legal Practice Course at the College of 
Law in 1995. She qualified in 1997 and the following year 
qualified in Hong Kong. Prior to joining White & Case she 
worked for the London and Hong Kong offices of a City law 
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firm. She also spent six months on secondment at White & 
Case’s Miami office. Barbara speaks Cantonese and Hakka.

Barry Fishley 
Barry Fishley is a corporate partner at Weil, Gotshal & 
Manges - an international law firm.   Barry has wide-ranging 
experience in E-commerce, IT, IP and telecoms.  He advises 
FTSE 100 companies, technology companies, Government 
departments and start-ups on E-commerce issues, IP 
exploitation and protection, and IT supply and procurement 
issues, including outsourcing.  Barry also advises public 
telecoms operators on a wide range of commercial issues 
and spent time on secondment to a major telecoms 
company.  He joined the firm from Field Fisher Waterhouse, 
where he was a partner in the IT & E-commerce Group.  
Before joining Field Fisher Waterhouse, he worked as an 
in-house legal adviser at Thorn EMI for six years.  Barry is 
rated as a leading E-commerce lawyer in The Insider’s Guide 
to E-Commerce and Digital Media 2000.  In May 2006 he 
and another partner led a team advising Orangina, which 
is owned by Lion Capital and the Blackstone Group, on the 
sale of Apollinaris, the premium mineral water brand, to US 
drinks giant Coca-Cola and advised on a parallel arrangement 
granting German brewery group Krombacher the licensing 
rights for Schweppes in Germany and Austria.  

karen Anne Guch 
Karen Anne Guch is a partner at Baker & McKenzie – a US 
global law firm.  Karen is based at the firm’s London office and 
specializes in domestic and cross-border leveraged buyouts, 
investments, acquisitions and disposals.  She is also involved 
in general Merger and Acquisition transactions, corporate 
restructurings, joint ventures and general corporate advisory 
work.  Karen is co-author of the United Kingdom Investment 
Guide, published by the firm annually and one of the general 
editors of the fifth edition of the firm’s publication Acquiring 
Companies and Businesses in Europe.  She joined Baker & 
McKenzie’s correspondent office in Malaysia in 1998 and 
transferred to the London office in 2000.   Karen graduated 
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from King’s College, London, in 1995 and did the Bar Finals 
in 1996.  She obtained her Masters from Cambridge in 
1997 and qualified as a solicitor in 2000.

Trevor James 
Trevor James is a partner at Morrison & Foerster – a top US 
law firm with 18 offices around the world.  Trevor is based 
at the firm’s London office and has over 18 years experience 
in providing corporate and international tax advice on a 
wide range of issues.  He has advised international banks, 
public and private companies, venture capital houses as well 
as high net-worth individuals in relation to the acquisition 
and disposals of companies and business assets.  Trevor has 
particular expertise advising on the tax aspects of private 
equity and Mergers and Acquisitions.  He frequently speaks 
at public seminars on a wide range of corporate tax subjects.  
Prior to joining Morrison & Foerster in 2005, Trevor was 
the joint head of the International Tax Group at Bird & Bird.  
Before that he was head of the London Tax Group at DLA 
Piper.  He graduated from the University of Essex in 1986 
and qualified in 1989.  He completed his Masters in Taxation 
at King’s College, University of London, in 1990.  

Nabil khodadad 
Nabil Khodadad is a partner at global law firm LeBoeuf, 
Lamb, Greene & MacRae.  Based in London for almost two 
decades, Nabil has extensive experience in project finance and 
privatisations, especially in the natural resources sector.  He has 
advised on landmark mining and metals, oil and gas, pipeline, 
and other projects in Eastern Europe and the CIS, Africa, the 
Middle East and the Americas.  Nabil is also a member of the 
Documentation Committee of the London Market Association.  
He has been ranked as a leading project finance and energy 
lawyer in the Chambers and Partners  UK Guide 2007 and 
in the Chambers and Partners Global Guide 2007.  He was 
also highly recommended for energy and natural resources 
by Legal Business in its 2007 Legal Experts Report and listed 
as a leading mining lawyer in the International Who’s Who of 
Business Lawyers 2006.  Nabil became a partner at LeBoeuf 
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Lamb in June 2007.  He had previously led Chadbourne & 
Parke’s project finance practice in London.  Nabil graduated 
from the Northwestern University in 1982 and obtained his 
Doctorate in law in 1985 from the University of Chicago.

Peita menon 
Peita Menon is a partner at White & Case – a global law 
firm.  He is a tax specialist and deals with a wide range of 
corporate tax matters, including corporate reorganisations, 
public and private company acquisitions and disposals 
and joint ventures as well as capital market and financing 
transactions.  He also advises on tax issues relating to real 
estate and banking transactions and has acted for numerous 
domestic and overseas lenders and borrowers in domestic 
and cross border transactions.  Peita joined White & Case 
in August 2005 from a top 10 UK law firm, where he was a 
corporate tax partner.  He graduated from the University of 
Wales in 1989 and qualified in 1992.  He also obtained his 
Masters from King’s College, London, in 1994.   

Aloke ray 
Aloke Ray is a partner at White & Case – a global law 
firm.  He has represented clients in numerous international 
arbitrations, principally under the rules of the International 
Chamber of Commerce, the London Court of International 
Arbitration and the American Arbitration Association.  He 
has also represented clients before the English High Court, 
advising on a broad spectrum of matters, including complex 
shareholders’ disputes, negligence, fraud, insolvency and 
judicial review.  Aloke served as co-editor on the firm’s 
International Dispute Resolution Newsletter for two years.  
Prior to joining White & Case he practised in the London 
and Hong Kong offices of another leading international 
law firm.  Aloke gained a first-class honours degree – and 
the University Prize – from Oxford University in 1993.  He 
obtained a Masters in philosophy from Cambridge University 
in 1995 and a distinction in his Legal Practice Course the 
following year.  Aloke qualified in England and Wales in 
1998 and in New York in 2004.  He speaks fluent Bengali.  
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     Jayanthi Sadanandan 
Jayanthi Sadanandan is a partner in the Banking and 
Capital Markets Group at White & Case – a global law firm 
– in London.  She has experience advising banks, financial 
institutions and companies on a wide range of banking and 
finance transactions, including cross-border acquisition 
finance, structured finance, investment grade finance, 
trade finance and general banking matters.  Jayanthi is 
also experienced in a wide range of corporate transactions, 
including mergers, acquisitions and joint ventures.  Prior 
to joining the White & Case office in London, she worked 
in the firm’s Los Angeles office.  She graduated from the 
National University of Singapore in 1995 and obtained her 
Masters from Harvard Law School in 1999.  She qualified 
in Singapore in 1996, in the State of California in 2000 and 
in England and Wales in 2004.  Jayanthi is a member of 
The Law Society of England & Wales, the Law Society of 
Singapore and the State Bar of California.

Devi Shah 
Devi Shah is a partner at Mayer Browne Rowe & Maw, a US 
law firm which is one of the largest law firms in the world.  
She is based at the London office and specializes in the 
advisory and contentious side of all aspects of restructuring 
and insolvency.  Devi has a particular interest in international 
and cross-border insolvency and restructuring matters, 
including advising on implications of the EU Regulation on 
insolvency proceedings.  She also has experience in acting 
on guarantee claims, restitution issues and advising on fraud 
and other breach of duty allegations against professional 
trustees.  Devi graduated from University College London 
and gained a Bachelor of Civil Law from Pembroke College, 
Oxford.  She trained with the firm from 1993 and when she 
qualified, in 1995, joined the Restructuring and Insolvency 
Group.  She became a partner in December 2002.  
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Hiroshi Sheraton 
Hiroshi Sheraton is a partner at McDermott, Will & 
Emery.  He is based in the Intellectual Property, Media and 
Technology Department of the London office.  Hiroshi’s 
practice covers all aspects of intellectual property law, with 
a particular emphasis on the life sciences sector.  He advises 
and represents clients in contentious patent, trade mark and 
other cases in the English courts, before other tribunals, 
such as the European Patent Office and European Court of 
Justice, and in arbitrations and mediations.  He has particular 
experience of cases involving several jurisdictions, in Europe, 
Asia-Pacific and the US.  He also has significant experience 
in specific issues affecting the life sciences industry.  Hiroshi 
originally trained as a medicinal chemist in industry and 
has a degree in biochemistry and molecular biology.  He 
has advised clients in the fields of microarray technology, 
enzymatic research tools, antibody production, microfluidics 
and medical devices.  He is also an associate member of the 
Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys.  Hiroshi qualified in 
1999 and as a Solicitor-Advocate in April 2005.  He attended 
Cambridge University and Bristol University.

Arun Srivastava 
Arun Srivastava is a financial services partner at Baker & 
McKenzie – a leading US global law firm.  Arun is based 
at the firm’s London office and specializes in Financial 
Services Regulation.  In November 2006 he led a team 
advising Starbucks Card Europe Limited on the introduction 
of its Global Starbucks Card Programme in the UK.   In 
April 2005 he, along with three other authors, produced 
a webinar – a type of web conference - publication called 
Anti-Corruption/Money Laundering Compliance – an 
International Perspective.  It was circulated in Europe, the 
Middle East and Central Asia.  The webinar was published 
as part of a series on export trade sanctions and anti-
corruption initiatives in the US and UK.  Topics included the 
Foreign Corrupt Practice Act, UK anti-corruption legislation, 
enforcement trends and compliance programmes.  Arun 
graduated from the University of Southampton in 1988 and 
qualified as a solicitor in 1991.
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Pranav L.  Trivedi 
Pranav L.  Trivedi is a partner at Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher & Flom – a top US law firm famous for being 
the richest law firm in the world.   Pranav is based in the 
firm’s corporate practice in London and has experience in 
international corporate finance, privatisations, and cross-
border Mergers and Acquisitions.  Chambers and Partners 
says: “It is generally accepted that Pranav Trivedi has ‘done 
a tremendous job’ of consolidating the firm’s profile in the 
capital markets arena.  Clients stress his ‘A-plus level of 
service and real commitment to the projects he is working 
on’.”  Before transferring to London in 1997, Pranav practised 
for several years in the firm’s Moscow and Washington, 
D.C. offices.  In Moscow, he represented US and Western 
European companies in acquisitions and privatisations 
involving companies throughout Eastern Europe, Russia and 
Central Asia.  Since relocating to London, his practice has 
focused on privatisations, capital markets transactions and 
cross-border Mergers and Acquisitions, with an emphasis 
on emerging markets.  He graduated summa cum laude 
from Yale University in 1988 and obtained a J.D. (Juris 
Doctor) double degree from the Columbia Law School in 
1991.  Pranav speaks Russian and Gujarati.  

Danny Tsang 
Danny Tsang is a partner in the Employee Benefits Practice 
Group at the London office of international law firm 
Kirkpatrick & Lockhart  Preston Gates Ellis (K&L Gates).   
He has a wide-ranging pensions law practice and advises 
both employers and trustees.  Danny also has extensive 
experience in advising on plan re-organisations and strategy 
as well as on corporate transactions, with a particular focus 
on public sector outsourcing.  He also advises on employee 
incentives (both equity and cash-based) and has advised on 
a number of global share plan projects.  Danny joined K&L 
Gates as a partner in January 2007.  Previously, he was the 
head of Pensions and Incentives within the London office of 
international law firm McDermott Will & Emery.  Danny is 
a member of the Association of Pension Lawyers, the APL 
International Sub-Committee, the National Association of 
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Pension Funds, the International Pensions and Employee 
Benefits Lawyers Association (on Conference Committee 
2007), the Share Plane Lawyers Group and the Global 
Equity Organisation.  Danny graduated from the University 
of Dundee in 1990 and completed his Law Society Finals at 
the College of Law, York, in 1991.

Lincoln Tsang      
Lincoln Tsang is a partner at the London office of Arnold & 
Porter, a US international law firm.  Lincoln practises European 
and domestic law governing the life science industry.  His 
practice concentrates particularly on the intersection of law, 
public policy and science.  Lincoln also advises not-for-profit/
charity organisations and foreign governments on technical 
and legal matters.  In addition, he maintains an active pro 
bono practice.  He is also a registered pharmacist with a 
Doctorate degree in toxicology.  He is a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry and Institute of Biology. By ministerial 
appointment, Lincoln currently serves as a Non-Executive 
Director on the Board of the National Institute for Biological 
Standards and Control, and a Commissioner of the British 
Pharmacopoeia Commission.  He serves as a board member 
on a number of organisations. Lincoln was a senior official 
at the UK Regulatory Authority responsible for medicines 
regulation.  He represented the UK on a number of European 
and international advisory committees.
 

Elizabeth Uwaifo      
Elizabeth Uwaifo is a partner in the International Finance 
Group at international law firm Sidley Austin Brown & 
Wood’s London office.  Her practice focuses primarily 
on synthetic securitization, synthetic CDO and credit 
derivatives transactions and includes other cross-border 
structured finance transactions, involving derivatives and 
repurchase agreements.  Her work includes advising banks 
and other financial institutions on a wide variety of such 
transactions; banking and securities issues; and cross-border 
collateral issues.  She is actively involved in developing 
market standard documents for various products within her 
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practice area.  Elizabeth attended the Federal Government 
College Warri, Nigeria and graduated from Merton College, 
Oxford, in 1987.  She qualified as a barrister (Middle 
Temple) in 1988 and as a solicitor in 1992.  She joined the 
firm in 1997 and became a partner in 2000.  Previously 
she had been Vice-President and head of Derivatives Legal 
Negotiators at the Union Bank of Switzerland from 1996.  
Her publications include being co-author of Cross-Border 
Securities Repo, Lending and Collateralisation (FT Law & 
Tax, now Sweet & Maxwell) and Practical Derivatives (Globe 
Business Publishing).  


